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WELCOME TO BARTOW COUNTY

More Than a Place on the Map

A community becomes home through the life you build there.

People come to Bartow County for different reasons: career opportunities, schools, outdoor recreation, more space
or simply a change of pace. For my family, the connection runs deeper. Much of our family has roots here, my wife
has spent more than twenty-one years teaching in Bartow County, and our son is a senior at Cartersville High
School and plays football for The CANES.

We live in Cartersville’s Historic District, where one of my favorite things is being able to hop on the golf cart and
head downtown for dinner, an event or an evening with family and friends. That mix of community, tradition and
everyday convenience is a big part of what makes Bartow County feel like home.

HAMMON'S PERSPECTIVE

A map can show you where a community is. Listings can show you houses. But neither can fully tell you how a place
feels. That is why | encourage relocation buyers to experience the communities, not just compare addresses.
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BARTOW COUNTY AT A GLANCE

Seven Communities. Many Ways to Live.

Bartow County had a population of 108,901 in the 2020 U.S. Census. Across the county, the feel can change
quickly - from historic downtown streets to lake recreation, established neighborhoods, newer construction,
farmland and foothills.

CARTERSVILLE EMERSON

Historic downtown, amenities, established neighborhoods LakePoint, Lake Allatoona, Red Top Mountain and an active
and community events. outdoor lifestyle.

EUHARLEE KINGSTON

River access, green space and a relaxed small-town History, countryside and a more rural setting.

atmosphere.

WHITE ADAIRSVILLE

North Bartow scenery, vineyards and a rural edge. Historic character, residential growth and I-75 access.
RYDAL

Foothills, acreage and a quieter northeastern Bartow
setting.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Do not start by asking which community is “best.” Start with your commute, budget, lifestyle, preferred setting and
what you want everyday life to feel like.
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COMMUNITY GUIDE
(]
Cartersville
Historic charm. Everyday convenience. The heart of Bartow County.
POPULATION ZIP FEEL
23,187 30120/ 30121 Local - Distinct - Bartow

Cartersville blends a walkable historic downtown, established neighborhoods, newer communities, parks, museums and
everyday conveniences. It is the county seat and one of the easiest places in Bartow County to combine community life
with access to shopping, dining and major roads.

Neighborhoods / Settings to Know

e Carter Grove ® Four Seasons
® Rowland Hill Estates ® The Waterford
LOCAL FAVORITES

Downtown Cartersville, Dellinger Park, Noble & Main Coffee Co., Tellus Science Museum and the Savoy Automobile
Museum.

HAMMON'’S PERSPECTIVE

For buyers who want a strong sense of community without giving up convenience, Cartersville is often the first
place I suggest exploring.
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COMMUNITY GUIDE

Emerson

Sports, recreation and lake life in a small community.

POPULATION ZIP FEEL

1,415 30137 Local - Distinct - Bartow

Emerson is widely recognized because of LakePoint Sports, but the community offers much more than tournament
weekends. Lake Allatoona and Red Top Mountain put boating, hiking and camping close by while I-75 access keeps the
area connected.

Neighborhoods / Settings to Know

o Waterside e Ferguson Corners

e Stegall Village

LOCAL FAVORITES
LakePoint Sports, Red Top Mountain State Park, Lake Allatoona, Allatoona Landing and Doug's Place.

HAMMON'S PERSPECTIVE

Ifyour family likes to be outside - youth sports, boating, camping or hiking - Emerson makes recreation easy to
build into everyday life.
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COMMUNITY GUIDE

Euharlee

Small-town living along the river.

POPULATION ZIP FEEL

4,268 30145 Local - Distinct - Bartow

Euharlee offers green space, established neighborhoods and a quieter pace. The community is closely tied to Euharlee
Creek and the Etowah River, giving outdoor-minded residents easy access to paddling, parks and local gathering places.

Neighborhoods / Settings to Know

® Shaw Woods e Cherry Glen
e The Cliffs

LOCAL FAVORITES
Euharlee Creek, Lower Etowah River, Osborne Park, Euharlee Creek Outfitters and Jo-Jo's Market.

HAMMON'S PERSPECTIVE

Euharlee is a strong fit for people who want more green space and a slower pace without feeling disconnected from
the rest of Bartow County.
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COMMUNITY GUIDE
Kingston

History, countryside and room to breathe.

POPULATION ZIP FEEL

722 30145 Local - Distinct - Bartow

Kingston is one of Bartow County’s smallest communities and carries a strong connection to local and Civil War-era
history. Around town, buyers can find a more rural setting, open land and a quieter rhythm than in the county’s larger
population centers.

Neighborhoods / Settings to Know

e The Gates e Stratford

LOCAL FAVORITES
Historic Kingston, Kingston Park, Splashville and the surrounding countryside.

HAMMON'S PERSPECTIVE

Kingston deserves a look from buyers who value privacy, land and a quieter setting while still wanting access to
Cartersville and Rome.
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COMMUNITY GUIDE

White

North Bartow scenery with a rural edge.

POPULATION ZIP FEEL

661 30184 Local - Distinct - Bartow

White sits in northern Bartow County where the landscape begins to feel more rural and scenic. It can appeal to buyers
who want breathing room, mountain views and access to outdoor destinations while remaining within reach of
Cartersville.

Neighborhoods / Settings to Know

® Home Place e Highland Pointe

e Blackberry Ridge

LOCAL FAVORITES

Big Door Vineyards, Wes-Man's Restaurant and Upper Stamp Creek outdoor recreation.

HAMMON'S PERSPECTIVE

White is one of the places I point out when a buyer tells me they want Northwest Georgia scenery and a little more
space around them.
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COMMUNITY GUIDE

Adairsville

Historic character with a growing residential footprint.
POPULATION ZIP FEEL
4,878 30103 Local - Distinct - Bartow

Adairsville combines a historic downtown with established neighborhoods and newer residential growth. Its location in

northern Bartow County gives residents access to I-75 and nearby employment while maintaining a distinct small-town
identity.

Neighborhoods / Settings to Know

e Barnsley Village e Eagle Mountain
® The Quarry o Oak Hill Estates
LOCAL FAVORITES

Historic Downtown Adairsville, Veterans Memorial Park and seasonal splash pad, Manning Mill Park and nearby
Barnsley Resort.

HAMMON'S PERSPECTIVE

Adairsville can be especially interesting for buyers comparing newer construction, value and interstate access in
the northern part of the county.
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COMMUNITY GUIDE
Rydal

Foothills, acreage and a quieter way of life.

POPULATION ZIP FEEL

3,617 30171 Local - Distinct - Bartow

Rydal is not an incorporated city; it is a community and ZIP-code area in northeastern Bartow County. The setting is
defined by foothills, rural roads and properties where buyers may find more land and privacy than in denser parts of the
county.

Neighborhoods / Settings to Know

® Rural homesites e Acreage properties

® Mountain-view settings

LOCAL FAVORITES
Pine Log Creek Trail, the foothills and the broader Pine Log area.

HAMMON'S PERSPECTIVE

Rydal is worth exploring when the priority is space, scenery and a quieter setting rather than being close to a
downtown center.

LIGHTNING REALTY GRoOUP | 10



LIFE BEYOND YOUR FRONT DOOR

The Outdoors Are Part of the Lifestyle

Lake days, trails, rivers and parks are woven into Bartow County life.

Bartow County gives residents access to a wide range of outdoor experiences without having to turn every
weekend into a road trip.

LAKE ALLATOONA

Boating, fishing, marinas and shoreline recreation near
Emerson and Red Top Mountain.

EUHARLEE & ETOWAH

Paddling and river recreation add a different kind of outdoor
experience.

DELLINGER PARK

A major Cartersville recreation hub for sports, walking and
family activities.

RED TOP MOUNTAIN

Hiking, camping and lake access in one of the county’s best-
known outdoor destinations.

PINE LOG CREEK TRAIL

A foothill trail experience that helps define the Rydal / Pine
Log side of the county.

LOCAL PARKS

Community parks in Kingston, Euharlee, Adairsville and
throughout the county make recreation part of everyday
life.
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A Weekend Can Tell You a Lot About a Community

Before you choose a home, spend time living the area.

A relocation decision becomes easier when you stop evaluating only commute times and start imagining your
routines. Where would you get coffee? Where would you take the family on Saturday? What would you do after
work?

A few places to begin

o Downtown Cartersville for restaurants, shops, events and e Big Door Vineyards in White for a relaxed North Georgia

historic character afternoon
® Doug's Place in Emerson for a local dining staple e Euharlee Creek and the Lower Etowah for paddling and
outdoor time

® LakePoint Sports and Lake Allatoona for active weekends e Historic Downtown Adairsville and nearby parks

® Pine Log Creek Trail for foothill scenery
RELOCATION TIP

Visit the areas you are considering at different times of day. A neighborhood can feel different on a weekday
morning, during the evening commute and on a Saturday afternoon.
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WORK & GROWTH

Choose the Home Around the Life - Not Just the
Job

Employment growth is one reason more people are paying attention to Bartow County. The county also sits within
reach of larger Northwest Georgia and Metro Atlanta employment corridors. For relocation buyers, that makes
commute planning an important part of the home search.

The manuscript’s relocation research highlights HSBMA - Hyundai SK Battery Manufacturing America - as one of
the major employment developments shaping the Cartersville area. But your best location still depends on your
actual work site, schedule and tolerance for driving.

Questions worth answering first

® Where will you work most days? ® What is a comfortable commute for you?

® Do you value interstate access more than acreage? e Would you rather be closer to downtown amenities or
farther into the county?

e Do you need reliable high-speed internet for remote work? @ Will school, childcare or family routines affect the best
location?
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RELOCATION PLANNING

Before You Pick a House, Pick Your Priorities

COMMUTE

Map the actual route to work - not just straight-line
distance.

HOME TYPE

Established resale, new construction, low-maintenance or
room to renovate?

FUTURE NEEDS

Think beyond move-in day. Will the home still fit in three to
five years?

ONE USEFUL EXERCISE

SETTING

Neighborhood, historic district, lake access, rural road or
acreage?

DAILY LIFE

Groceries, healthcare, restaurants, recreation and the places
you will use every week.

INTERNET & UTILITIES

Confirm service availability for the specific property,
especially in more rural areas.

Write down three non-negotiables for the home and three non-negotiables for the community. That keeps the
search focused when attractive listings begin competing for your attention.
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NEW CONSTRUCTION

Building New? Bring Your Own Representation
Early

Bartow County and the surrounding area offer new-construction opportunities across several communities. New
can be appealing, but the builder’s representative represents the builder.

Having your own real estate representation can give you someone focused on helping you understand the process,

builder paperwork, timelines, inspections, incentives and decisions from your perspective.

BUYER BEWARE

If you are considering new construction, contact your real estate professional before your first visit to a model home
or builder sales center. Builder policies regarding buyer representation can vary.
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MOVING CHECKLIST

Make the Move Feel Smaller

Buying the house is only part of relocating. A simple plan can reduce a lot of unnecessary stress.

30-60 DAYS OUT 1-2 WEEKS OUT

Research movers - Declutter - Gather documents - Plan Confirm movers - Forward mail - Update key accounts -
school transitions - Review insurance - Begin utility planning Transfer prescriptions - Schedule internet - Confirm utilities

FIRST-NIGHT BOX AFTER YOU ARRIVE

Toiletries - Chargers - Medications - Towels - Bedding - Basic Find your grocery store - Coffee shop - favorite restaurant -
tools - Paper products - Coffee park - route to work - Saturday activity

Do not try to learn the whole county in one weekend. Let your routines build naturally. That is how a
new community begins to feel like home.
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YOUR RELOCATION WEEKEND

Come Experience Bartow County

A house search is more useful when you also experience the places around it.

A simple scouting plan

e Drive your top two or three communities before touring
homes

e Have a meal or coffee locally instead of staying near the
interstate

® Drive the neighborhood after the showing - not just the
property

WHAT YOU ARE REALLY TESTING

e Test the commute during the time you would actually
travel

e Visit one park, trail, lake access point or downtown area

e Note where groceries, healthcare and everyday services
are located

Can you picture an ordinary Tuesday here - not just a perfect Saturday?

LIGHTNING REALTY GROUP | 17



COMPANION GUIDE

Found the Community? Now Learn the Buying
Process.

This relocation guide is designed to help you understand Bartow County and narrow where you may want to live.
When you are ready to move from “where” to “how,” use the companion Lightning Realty Group Homebuyer's
Guide.

RELOCATION GUIDE HOMEBUYER'’S GUIDE

Community fit - lifestyle - local places - commute - moving Financing - search strategy - offers - due diligence -
priorities inspections - appraisal - closing

TOGETHER

One guide helps you find the place. The other helps you buy the home.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Hammon Lightning

Associate Broker | Listing Specialist

Hammon Lightning helps clients buy, sell and navigate residential real estate, land, investment opportunities and
commercial properties across Northwest Georgia. Through Lightning Realty Group, he works with local buyers,

sellers and relocating families who want clear guidance and a thoughtful approach to the communities they are
considering.

For Hammon, real estate is about more than a closing. It is about helping people understand their options, make
informed decisions and find a place where the next chapter of life can take shape.
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YOUR NEXT STEP

Let’s Find Where You Belong

Finding a house is one thing. Finding the place where your life fits is something different.
When you are ready, let’s talk about your move, your priorities and which part of Bartow
County feels most like home.

golightningrealty.com

Scan the code to start your search, learn more, or connect
with Lightning Realty Group.

WELCOME HOME
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